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Winners of the 2009
Ethnic Business Awards

Three brothers who came to
Australia with nothing but the
clothes on their backs have tak-
en out the big prize at this
year’s Ethnic Business Awards.
The prestigious ceremony was
held last night at Sydney’s Four
Seasons Hotel, attended by the
Governor\General, Her Excel-
lency Ms. Quentin Bryce A.C.

more than 1500 nominations from
every state and territory.
The nominees originated from 102 dif-

In its 21st year, the Awards received

A worthy nominee for an Ethnic Business Award in the Medium to
Large category, Harry Xydas withdrew from the contest, deciding to
work as a sponsor alongside founder Joseph Assaf.

quipped with the three qualities that
characterise migrants in business that
is resilience, enterprise and ingenu-
ity, success was their guaranteed
achievement.

Despite being housed in a deten-
tion camp on arrival in Australia, Marko
Franovic and his two
brothers built the Bo-
ka Group, a property
goliath turning over
more than several mil-
lion dollars.

The trio, who es-
caped the communist
regime in the former

Yugoslavia, won the
award for Medium to
Large Business.
Guiseppe Giugni left
school as a 15 year
old after being taunt-
edasa “wog” and a

ferent countries.

Mr Joseph Assaf the Founder and
Chairman of the Ethnic Business
Awards, himself a migrant said:

1 They all faced mountainous obsta-
cles in dealing with the massive change
that they encountered in the new land.
But e-

:da-
go” to create the Fyshwick Fresh Food
Markets, now undergoing a multi million
dollar redevelopment.

The Italian immigrant won the Small
Business category.

The Initiative Award went to Manel
and Ali Hammoud from Ella Rouge,
Australia’s most reputable beauty chain
with more than 20 skin bars and stores.

This enterprising pair, who escaped the
civil war in Lebanon, started the business
while caring for two children under the
age of two.

Each winner took home $10,000 cash
from the National Australia Bank, two
return business class tickets to any of Eti-

hady™s destinations in Europe, Africa
or the Middle East, courtesy of Etihad
and a hand crafted crystal trophy.

The Doric Group won a Special
Recognition Award for its extraordinary
growth and contribution to the commu-
nity. Started 20 years ago by Cypriot im-
migrant Harry Xydas, the W.A. con-
struction company has grown from two
to 270 employees, with 2000 subcontrac-
tors on any given day.

A worthy nominee for an
Ethnic Business Award in the
Medium to Large category,
Harry Xydas withdrew from
the contest, deciding to work
as a sponsor alongside founder
Joseph Assaf.

The judges decided to give
The Doric Group special recog-
nition for this magnanimous
gesture. The judging panel com-
prised BHP Billiton Chairman
Don Argus, Business Consultant
Eve Crestani, Director General
of the Office of National Assess-
ments Allan Gyngell, Chairman
of the Australian Nuclear Science and
Technology Organisation Dr. Ziggy
Switkowski, and Fashion icon Carla
Zampatti.

The 2009 Ethnic Business Awards gala
ceremony, hosted by broadcaster Tracey
Spicer, will be televised on S-B-S, the
Aurora Community Channel, Australia
Network and TVB Jadeworld.

It features performances by the cast of
the musical Wicked, Circus Oz and
famed French chanteuse Caroline Nin.

Sponsors include the National Aus-
tralia Bank, Etihad Airways, Telstra and
Austrade.
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vei to Mdptio tou 1983
KQl EKTIEPIIEL TA KAAUTEPA
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TomKd mmpoypdppatd, OIwg:

“Kunpiaxni Koivérnta”
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“Greeks Today”

ue tov I'opyo Toepddvn,
"Kép1 xa1 pmdiia”

ue tov I'ndvvn YmavéAin,
"Koivétnta Kai Ko1voTikd

mpoypdupuara e EKQWVNTEG.
O EMnvikée Padiopwvikde Ltabpdc Auotpadiac 1683
Khz AM Siagnpidel neydAoug 0pyaviopoUg KAl EMXEL-
pnoeig, énwe v eAAnvikn eenpe pida tng Auotpaiiag
“O Kdéopog”, “Naikn Tpdnela”,
npiakn Kowvdtnta NNO”,
"EAAnvikn OpBé3o&n Kowdtnta 2udvetd & NNO”,

24 o0 ENAHNIKOE PARIO®QNIKOE ETAOMOE
1683 AM (oTa peoaia KUppaTal)

Zuvexn Kabnuepivh evnUEPWON Kal Yuxaywyia

"Tpdnela Konpou”, “Ku-

“Vicky Mar Fashions”, “
Advertising”, *
dAAec MIKEECQ Kal HeYAAEC EMXEIPNOEIC.

T'a tov kaAutepo EAAnvikd Padiopovikd Ztabpd,
Ta TeAeUTaia VEQ, IIOIOTIKN LOUCIKN KAl TA KAAUTEPA
Zwvtavd mpoypdupatd, OUVIovIoTeiTe 010 EAANVIKO
” Padiopwvikd Ztabud Aucotpaiiag 1683 Khz AM.
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